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Babraham Research Campus
Over 15 years of life sciences design collaboration

The Babraham Research Campus in Cambridge is a leading center for 
bioscience innovation in the UK. The prestigious campus unites scientific, 
technological and commercial excellence with an underlying philosophy 
to cultivate an environment that stimulates effective knowledge exchange 
and commercialization. Its ultimate aim is to translate science into 
biomedical products that will deliver social and economic impact and 
address global healthcare challenges.

Working closely with the campus and community stakeholders since 
2003, NORR developed the master plan and delivered a series of 
complex R&amp;D buildings on time and on budget. The buildings had to 
meet highly technical criteria for multiple end users, yet have optimum 
flexibility and adaptability for ever-evolving needs. A major consideration 
for commercial viability was to reduce running costs while meeting the 
specific environmental requirements of the various labs. Also, since the 
campus is partly a conservation area with historical buildings, there is a 
restriction on new-build heights. This led to a design strategy of putting 
plant rooms beneath the roof forms to create three stories within what is 
really two-story buildings. By adhering to the original master plan, visual 
continuity across the campus was maintained, while achieving a distinct 
identity for each building.
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Science & Research

Our Design Approach

Our approach to the design of Science and Research 
buildings is based on a clear understanding of the 
project brief from the beginning, together with making 
key decisions at the right time, at briefing stage through 
concept, detail, technical design and construction. We 
believe that key to the success of science facilities is 
the organization and inter-relationship of the elements 
of the building for their use in the short term and for 
their continued use over the long. We consider the 
lifecycle of buildings throughout their lifespan. 

Evolving at the Pace of the Sector

NORR’s work in the Science and Research sector has 
been continuous which has allowed us to keep pace 
with our client’s evolving needs. We take our experience 
and lessons learned forward from one project to the 
next. In designing Science and Research projects, we 
manage every detail recognizing that these projects are 
complex structures that are:

• Highly serviced
• High energy users and can therefore be expensive  

to run
• Required to house delicate and expensive instruments
• Potentially hazardous work places
• Extremely liable to change and must therefore be 

flexible and adaptable

Purpose-driven design of science and research structures is a specialty at NORR. We are uniquely 
positioned to provide our clients with fully-integrated design services from master planning to architecture 
and engineering for complex research and development parks and facilities, bio-incubators and state-
of-the-art laboratories. This work spans the bioscience, pharmaceutical, nuclear, medical, education and 
commercial sectors.

mailto:andrew.james%40norr.com?subject=
http://NORR.com

