
CLIENT Infrastructure OntarioToronto 
2015: City of Toronto, University 
of Toronto

PORTFOLIO Sports & Recreation

SIZE 350,000 SF (32.533 SM)

LOCATION Toronto, ON, Canada

DATE March 2015

SERVICES Architecture  
Interior Design

Toronto Pan Am Sports Centre
Largest investment in Canadian amateur sport history

The largest new competition venue for the Toronto 2015 Pan Am Games, 
this world class facility was also designed to be a legacy athletic center for 
the University of Toronto’s Scarborough Campus, a local community center 
and a high performance training center for elite athletes. NORR designed 
the aquatics center to feature two internationally sanctioned 10-lane, 
50-meter fast pools.

These pools have moveable bulkheads and floor platforms that enable the 
pools to be subdivided and their depths adjusted for various community 
uses, including universal access. The five-meter deep diving tank has 
diving platforms up to 10 meters high along with an adjacent dry-land 
diver training facility. NORR’s design for the field house provides flexible 
gymnasium space for training and competition, an indoor recreational 
track and fitness area, and cardio and weightlifting facilities. It also houses 
the Canadian Sport Institute of Ontario which offers world-class sport 
science and high performance training services. The LEED Gold complex 
also features 100 geothermal wells, 2.2 acres of solar panels and 1.3 acres 
of green roof.

View Online

AWARDS

 z 2017 Graphis Magazine – Design Annual

 z 2016 Engineering News-Record (ENR), Sports 
& Entertainment; Award of Merit-Global Best 
Project Award

 z 2016 Parks & Recreation Ontario Awards Program; 
PRO Awards - Excellence in Design Award

 z 2016 Communications Arts Magazine – Design, 
Environmental, Sports

 z 2015 Ontario Concrete Industry Ontario Concrete 
Award, Institutional Building

 z 2015 Athletic Business Facility of Merit - Athletic 
Business Conference & Expo

 z 2015 Precast / Prestressed Concrete Institute 
(PCI) Design Awards, Best Stadium and Arena

 z 2015 Ontario General Contractors Association 
‘Best of the Best’ projects built in Ontario Award

 z 2015 Architectural Showcase, Toronto Pan Am 
Sport Centre, A legacy of the Pan and Parapan 
American Games

 z 2014 Toronto Construction Association, “Best of 
the Best” Large Project Achievement Award

https://norr.com/project/toronto-pan-am-sports-centre/
https://norr.com/portfolio/commercial/
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Sports & Recreation

Full Service and Experienced

NORR takes a holistic view of design through branding, 
urban and landscape design, retail and hospitality 
facilities and iconic architecture to achieve the project 
vision. We work closely with communities, institutions 
and stakeholders to develop a program that will satisfy 
user needs, provide efficient circulation, wayfinding 
and capacity to create a venue where spectacle and 
excitement keeps people engaged and wanting more. 
Good design supports multi-purpose, multi-functional 
spaces that are capable of hosting a wide spectrum of 
activities.

International Competition Venues

In Canada, NORR was part of the consortium that 
created SkyDome (now the Rogers Centre), the world’s 
first multi-use professional sports stadium with a fully 
retractable roof. Thirty years later it continues to be 
home to the biggest sporting and entertainment events 
in Toronto. NORR, and its partners, also designed and 
constructed the award-winning Pan American Aquatics 
Centre and Field House. It was the largest new-build 
sport facility for the Toronto 2015 Pan Am Games. 
NORR built on its expertise in international diving 
centers from an earlier Dive Centre project at Southend, 
UK which was the 2012 Olympic camp for the British 
Diving Team.

NORR is a leading design consultant in the sports and recreation sector. Our experience is global and 
ranges from municipal community-centric facilities to medium-sized spectator complexes, college and 
university facilities and large-scale sports and entertainment venues. We create places and spaces that 
draw people together to collectively experience and participate in events. 
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